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question of whether admissibility is for the court or jury in case of dying 
declarations, confessions, and the like, §§ 497, 587, 86t, 1451, 2550; of the 
hypothetical question, §1 672-684. Particular paragraphs here might mis- 
lead, but the discussion as a whole is clear and good. The author's conten- 
tion in paragraph 688 that it is desirable that a physician should be per- 
mitted to pronounce an opinion on information furnished by the nurse of a 
patient, would seem upon principle to be of doubtful correctness. A doctrine 
that courts are to receive offered evidence because it is such as persons in 
daily life are in the. habit of acting upon is a dangerous one. Were this 
once conceded we would have little use for much of our law of evidence. 
The treatment of the "leading question" is sound but might have gone 
farther in criticism of the too frequent use of objection that a question is 
leading. 

His criticism of the passive attitude of the presiding judges in our state 
courts, examples of which may be found in II 21 and 983, is just. His con- 
tention for broader and freer exercise of the discretion of the court is sane. 
§§862, 983, 987, 1003, I005i, 1027, 1194 are illustrations of his attitude on 
this subject. 

The treatment of the subject seems throughout well balanced. Where 
there is need of full discussion by reason of the condition of the law upon 
some particular topic, the need is met, but there are few, if any, instances 
where the discussion seems overloaded. 

The work is an invaluable contribution to the literature of the subject 
and will take its place among the great works of modern times in the greater 
field of general legal literature. V. H. Lane. 



The Interstate Commerce Act and Federal Anti- Trust Laws, including 
the Sherman act, the act creating the Bureau of Corporations, the 
Elkins act, the act to expedite suits in the Federal courts, acts relat- 
ing to telegraph, military, and post roads, acts affecting equipment of 
cars and locomotives of carriers engaged in interstate commerce, with 
all amendments, with comments and authorities, and rules of practice 
and forms used in practice before the Interstate Commerce Commis- 
sion. By William L. Snyder, of the New York Bar. New York: 
Baker, Voorhis & Company, 1904. pp. xxiii, 380. 
This is a valuable manual of the foregoing statutes, with full annotations 
from the Federal decisions relating thereto, given section by section. The 
work is divided into six chapters : Chapter I, Constitutional provisions and 
authorities, 31 pages, giving a short discussion of commercial questions, per- 
sonal and private rights, police powers of the states, sumptuary laws, grain 
elevators, state and federal taxation, and taxation of drummers and com- 
mercial agents. Chapter II, The Interstate Commerce Act, 215 pages, includ- 
ing the original act, the Elkins act of February 19, 1903, the Expedition act 
of February 11, 1903, the Immunity of Witnesses act of February 11, 1893, 
the Accident Reports act of March 3, 1901, and the remedy by mandamus to 
move traffic and furnish cars. Chapter III, The Sherman Act, 57 pages, 
including the exemption of witnesses who give incriminating testimony under 
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chapter 755, Laws of 1903, and the provisions of the Wilson and Dingley 
bills relating to monopolies by importers. Chapter IV, Bureau of Corpora- 
tions, 10 pages. Chapter V, Telegraph, Military and Post Roads Acts, 17 
pages. Chapter VI, Safety Appliance Law, including the supplemental act 
of March 2, 1903. Many other important matters involved in the application 
of these statutes are treated; — as, the game and fish laws, Sunday train laws, 
jim crow car laws, original packages, liquor laws, — but not the oleomargarine 
laws, are discussed in chapter one. Under the unjust discrimination section 
(2) of the Commerce act, the subject of rebates is given full treatment; 
under section 3, — Unreasonable Preferences, — discriminations against locali- 
ties, against carriers, special "facilities," switches, sidings, spurs, cars, advance 
payments, through billing, and such topics are discussed; actual and potential 
competition, the Danville and Lynchburg cases, the La Grange cases, the 
Social Circle case, and ocean competition are treated under the Long and 
Short Haul section (4), and extensive quotations from the opinions of the 
judges, including dissenting opinions, are given. From the statement made 
and list of cases given on page 142 as having been filed within ten months 
after the Elkins act, abolishing imprisonment and substituting a penalty of 
from $1,000 to $20,000 for violating the commerce act, went into effect, it 
appears that such penalties are ineffective to prevent discriminations. Juris- 
diction, removal, and appellate jurisdiction are treated under section 9 of the 
commerce act, relating to remedies of the shipper. The powers of the Com- 
mission to fix rates and require the production of evidence are discussed 
under section 12, and on page 196 a list of 35 different items is given as 
requiring consideration in determining whether rates are reasonable or not. 
Under the first section of the Sherman act, the Sugar Trust, the Railroad 
Pool, the Cattle Trust, the Pipe Trust, the Tile Trust, the Merger, and the 
Beef Trust cases are all quoted from very extensively. In the chapter relating 
to the Safety Appliances law, none of the decisions are given, although there 
were, several in the state and federal courts before the work was printed. 
However, the authoritative decision of the Supreme Court in Johnson v. 
Southern Pacific Co., 25 Sup. Ct. R. 158, was not decided till after this book 
came from the press. See 3 Michigan Law Review, p. 387. 

The work will be found valuable, but mainly as a convenient collection of 
the statutes and some 280 federal decisions interpreting them. No state 
decisions, or very few, are referred to, and the work is in no sense, nor does 
it claim to be, a general treatise on interstate commerce and allied questions. 
The subject of the advisability of clothing the Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission with the power to fix and enforce reasonable railroad rates is not 
touched upon further than to give the list of bills introduced to confer such 
power, and which were pending in the 58th Congress. This list is found on 
page 193- Twenty-one rules of practice and six practice forms for use in 
practice before the Interstate Commerce Commission are given on pages 342- 
354. The Table of Contents, Table of Titles of Acts of Congress referred to, 
Table of Cases, and Index seem to have been satisfactorily prepared. Two 
maps, to illustrate the Northern Securities merger case, and the Social Circle 
case, are given. The work will be of practical service to those directly inter- 
ested in interstate commerce. H. L. Wilgus. 



